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IN JULY 2008, Australia will host one of the most significant 
religious events for decades when the Catholic Church holds World 
Youth Day in Sydney.

It may seem strange that a Protestant leaflet mentions this event. 
However it has many good aspects. It brings young people together. 
It encourages Christian youth to act as a force for good. It builds 
good will towards Australia in Catholic young people from all around 
the world. It re–emphasises the saving power of Jesus.

This is not to deny or minimise criticisms. It will probably be enor-
mously disruptive. It will put pressure on services and infrastructure. 
There have been questions about the cost of this event.

We Protestants do question aspects of Catholic presentations of 
Christianity. The Reformation rescued the gospel from layers of ob-
ligations, practices and superstitions which had arisen over the cen-
turies, The Reformers’ radical cry  was “sola scriptura!” (by scripture 
alone.) Of course we respect the wisdom of history’s Councils and 

Church leaders. We merely plead for radical re-assessment, a return 
to the basics, and testing all things by the standard of God’s word.

The Bible says,
(Psalm 119:105) Your word is a lamp to my feet
    and a light for my path.
Follow the clear principles of the Bible: it will not mislead you!

We are glad to see young people encouraged in right paths; how-
ever, we urge all people of good will to read and study the Bible so 
they can see clearly what those right paths are.

During this year many churches around Sydney will be encouraging 
their communities to look again at the Bible, and find in it guidance 
for starting the ultimate relationship with God. Why not start that re-
lationship for yourself today? In the Bible you will find the truth about 
Jesus, the power of his grace and the true nature of faith. Contact the 
church which gave you this leaflet to find out more.
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