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CONSIDERING THAT both the Hillsong Annual Conference and 
the Catholic World Youth Day are to be held in Sydney, 2008 is shap-
ing up as a key year on the Christian calendar.

These two events don’t mean that the rest of the Sydney churches 
will be inactive through the year. In fact, many Sydney churches are 
sharing resources to bring the message of Jesus to their communi-
ties, challenging people of all ages, backgrounds and lifestyles to 
start the Ultimate Relationship with God through faith in him.

The great Civil Rights leader and Baptist preacher, Martin Luther 
King, often spoke of the practical atheism of people who might assent 
to God’s existence, but who live as though he did not exist.

This is the basic sin. God says,
(Deuteronomy 6:4, 5) Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the 

LORD is one. Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your strength. Jesus said this is the first and 
greatest commandment; yet no one even begins to keep it. Nor do 
we keep the second, which is, Love your neighbour as yourself.

Because of our failure at the first and second hurdles, we have 
nothing to bring before God to convince him that he should accept us 
in any way. The Bible says, The wages sin pays is death.

But a loving God has sent his one and only son into the world, not 
to condemn, but to save. As we read,

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, so that 
whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

We also read,
God commends his love to us in that, while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.
What we could not do, Jesus did for us. He took on himself the 

punishment due to us for our rebellion against God. In full accord and 
agreement with God the Father, he died the most horrible of deaths 
— and then rose again.

The way of salvation is simple: turn from your rebellion and sin, and 
trust in Jesus, the Lord of all, the King of kings, and the saviour of the 
world. He will make you a child of God, and save you — right now!
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